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[bookmark: _GoBack]Tittle of my primary source is China a New History written by one of the renowned authors named John King Fairbank. The book was published in the year 1992.  The source gives first-hand information about Qing dynasty that lasted close to 300 years.  Fairbank’s writings are fact oriented and in details too. His aim is basically to give an accurate account of what led to the decline of the Qing dynasty that was founded by an emperor known as Manchu. It was the last imperial dynasty to have ever ruled in China. “Initially, it had an organized government that was admired by other powerful rulers and kings who went ahead to copy the Chinese method of government.”[footnoteRef:1] Qing emperor was the strongest in the 18th century but later on, collapsed in the 19th.  [1:  Ibid., 143.] 

However, just like its previous complicated systems, it became brittle and inflexible. It was hard for the dynasty to adjust to serious problems that arose at that time. Some of the problems included bad harvests that could not sustain the entire population, warfare between enemies, economic disasters and also overpopulation. In the year 1911, there was a revolution that forced emperor Xuantong to step down. This marked the end of the Qing dynasty.  
    	 Fairbank points out that the fall of the Qing dynasty was mainly attributed to the external and internal factors in the dynasty, revolts done by peasants and also the rise of western influence. For instance, at that particular time, China was struggling economic wise and life started becoming hard for the peasant farmers who resulted in revolutions to help change their situation. “By early 20th century, there was a civil disorder that resulted into death of Cixi and Quangxu hence leaving behind a powerless central authority.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Fairbank, John King, and Merle Goldman. China: A new history. Harvard University Press, 2006.
] 

    Fairbank through his book points out the inefficiency of administration as one of the major problems that led to the decline of Qing government. The Emperor had little trust for his officials and that made him come up with strict restrictions and regulations, hindering the government administration. “Economically speaking, the government used large sums of money to acquire military equipment apart from catering for the luxurious life of the Emperor”.[footnoteRef:3] An increase of corruption within the government worsened the economic situation.  [3:  Ibid., 217.] 

 	The ruler was also unable to solve some of the problems due to an increase in population and the scarcity of land. With time, the army deteriorated, there were several unrests aggravated by famine and floods. It led to the emergence of rebels namely the Taiping (1850-1864) in the South and Nian (1853-1968) located in the North. “The dynasty finally collapsed in the year 1912 bringing an end of over 2000 years of imperialism in China”. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Fairbank, John King, and Merle Goldman. China: A new history. Harvard University Press, 2006.] 
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